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MONDAY, 25th of June, 1744. 


Firſt, it was Enquired, 


HET HE Rany of our Lay-Brethren, 
 ſhou'd be preſent at the Conference? 
And it was agreed. To invite, from 
Time to Time, ſuch of them as we ſhou'd 
judge proper. 

It was then aſk'd, which of them ſhall we invite to 

Day ? And the Anſwer was, 
Thomas Richards, Thomas Maxfield, John Bennet, and 
John Downes ; who were accordingly brought in. 
Then was read as follow, 
It is deſired, That all Things be conſider'd, as in 
the immediate Preſence of Gop : 
That we may meet with a ſingle Eye, and as little 
Children who have every 'Thing to learn : 

That every Point may be examined from the Foun- 
dation : 

That every Perſon may ſpeak freely what is in his 
Heart, And 

That every Queſtion propos'd may be fully debated 
and © bolted to the Bran”. 

The firſt Preliminary Queſtion was then propos'd, 
Namely, Is 

How far does each of us agree to ſubmit to the 
unanimous Judgment of the Reſt ? 

It was anſwer d, In ſpeculative Things, each can 
only ſubmit ſo far as his Judgment ſhall be convin- 
ced. 

In every practical Point, ſo far as we can, without 
wounding our ſeveral Conſciences. 
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To the Second preliminary Queſtion, viz. How far 
ſhou'd any of us mention to others, what may be men- 
tioned here ? It was reply'd, 


Not one Word which may be here ſpokenof Perſons, 
ſhou'd be mentioned elſewhere. 


Nothing at all, unleſs ſo far as we may be convin- 
ced, the Glory of Gop requires it. 

And from Time to Time, we will conſider on each 
Jead. Is it for the Glory of God, that what we have 
now {poxei: ihou'd be mentioned again? 


On THURSDAY, June 28. 


V E RE Conſidered other Points of Diſcipline : 
The Subſtance of the Queſtions and Anſwers 
were as follows ; 

L. 1. How are the People divided who deſire to be 
under your Care? 

A. Into the United Societies, the Bands, the Select 
Societies and the Penitents. 

©. 2. How do theſe differ from each other? 

A. "The United Societies (which are the largeſt of all) 
conſiſt of awaken'd Perſons : Part of theſe who are 
ſuppos'd to have Remiſſion of Sins, are more cloſely 
united in the Bands. "Thoſe of the Bands who ſcem to 
walk in the Light of Gop, compoſe the Select Societies; 
"Thoſe of them who are for the preſent fallen from Grace, 
meet apart as Penitents. | 

2. 3. What are the Rules of the United Societies? 

A. "Thoſe that follow. (Then they were read.) 

2. 4. What are the Rules of the Bands? | 

A. They are theſe. (Which were read and conſide- 
red ) 

A. 5. What are the Rules of the Select Societies? 

A. The ſame: And theſe three, 

1. Let nothing ſpoken in this Society be ſpoken 
again ; no not even to the Members of it. i 

2. Every Member agrees, abſolutely to ſubmit to his 
Minifler, in all indifferent Things. 

3 Every Member, till we can have all Things Com- 

mon, 
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mon, will bring once a Week bona fide all he ean ſpare 
toward a Common Stock. 

2.6. Are there any peculiar Rules for the Penitents? 

A. Not yet 

2. 7. What Officers belong to theſe Societies? 

A. The Miniſters, Aſſiſtants, Stewards, Leaders of 
Bands, Leaders of Claſſes, Viſitors of the Sick, School- 
Maſters, Houſe-keepers. 

2. 8. What is the Office of a Miniſter ? 

A. To watch over the Souls whom Gop commits to 
his Charge, as he that muft give Account. 

. 9. What is it to be moved by the Holy Ghoſt to 
take upon your ſelf this Office? 

A. It can mean no leſs, than to be immediately 
convinced by the Spirit of Goo, that this is his Will. 

2, 10. Is Field preaching Unlawful ? 

A. Wedo not conceive that it 15 contrary to any Law, . 
either of Gop or Man Yet (to avoid giving any need - 
leſs Offence) we never preach without Doors, when we 
can with Conveniency preach withr. 

92. 11. Where ſhou'd we endeavour to Preach moſt ? 

A. 1. Where we can Preach in the Church : 

2 Where there is an open Door, quiet and willing 
Hearers : 

3. Where there is the greateſt increaſe of Souls. 

2. 12. What is the beſt Way of ſpreading the Goſpel ? 

A. To go a little and little farther from London, Bri- 
ol, St. Ives, Newcaſtle, or any other Society. So a 
little Leaven wou'd ſpread with more Effect and leſs 
Noiſe, and help wou'd always be at Hand. 

A 13. What is the beſt general Method in preaching ? 

A. 1. To invite, 2. To Convince, 3. To offer 
CurrsT, laſtly, To build up, and to do this (in ſome 
Meaſure) in every Sermon. 


FRIDAY, June 29. We Cnſidercd, 


2 
K. 1. 


RE Lay Aſſiſtants allowable? 
A. Only in Caſes of Neceſſity. 
A. 2. What is the Office of our Aſſiſtants? 
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A. In the Abſence of the Miniſter to feed and guide. 
to teach and govern the Flock. 

1. To expound every Morning and Evening. 

2. To meet the United Societies, the Bands, the Se- 
lect Societies and the Penitents every Week. 

3. To viſit the Claſſes once a Quarter. 

4. To hear and decide all Differences. 

5. To put the diſorderly back on Trial, and to re- 
ceive on Trial for the Bands or Society. 

6. To ſee that the Stewards, the Leaders, School-Maſ- 
ters and Houſe-keepers faithfully diſcharge their ſeveral 
Offices. | 

7. To meet the Leaders of the Bands and Claſſes 
weekly, and the Stewards, and to overlook their Ac- 
counts. 

2. 3. What are the Rules of an Aſſiſtant? 

A. 1. Be diligent, never be unemployed a Moment. 
Never be triflingly employ'd. Never while away 'Time. 
| Neither ſpend any more Time at any Place than is ſtrict- 
U ly Neceſſaryß. 
fi 2. Be ſerious. Let your Motto be Holineſs to 
the Lord.” Avoid all Lightneſs as you wou'd avoid 
Hell-fire; and Laughing as you wou'd Curſing and 


6 Swearing. 
3- Converſe ſparingly and cautiouſly with Wo- 
men. 


4. Take no Step toward Marriage, without firſt ac- 
quainting us. ; 

6. Believe Evil of no one. If you ſee it done, well. 

Elſe take heed how you credit it. Put the beſt Con- 
Fl ſtruction on every Thing. You know, the Judge is 
i always ſuppoſed to be on the Priſoner's Side. 
þ 6. Speak Evil of no One. Elfe your Word eſpecially 
wou'd eat as doth a Canker. Keep your Thoughts 
within your own Breaft, till you come to the Perſon con- 
cern'd. . 

7. Tell every one what you think wrong in him, and 
that plainly and as ſoon as may be. Elſe it will feſter in 
your Heart. Make all haſte to caſt the Fire out of your 
Bolom, 
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8. Do nothing as a Gentleman. You have no more 
to do with this Character, than with that of a Dancing- 
maſter. You are the Servants of all. Therefore 

9. Be aſhamed of nothing but Sin : Not of fetching 
Wood if Time permit, or drawing Water, not of clean- 
ing your own Shoes or your Neighbours. 

10. Take no Money of any one. If they give you 
Food when you are hungry, or Cloathes when you need 
them, it is good. But not Silver or Gold. Let there 
be no pretence to ſay, we grow rich by the Goſpel. 

11. Contract no Debts without our Knowledge. 

12. Be punctual. Do every thing exactly at the 
Time. And in general, Do not mend our Rules, but 
keep them : Not for Wrath, but for Conſcience Sake. 

13. Act in all things not according to your own 
Will, but as a Son in the Goſpel. As ſuch, it is your 
Part to employ your Time, in that Manner which we 
direct: Partly in viſiting the Flock from Houſe to Houſe 
(the Sick in particular) partly, in ſuch a Courſe of 
Reading, Meditation and Prayer, as we adviſe from 
Time to Time. Above all, if you Labour with us in 
our Lord's Vineyard, it is needful you ſhould do that 
Part of the Work, which we direct, at thoſe Times and 
Places which ave judge moſt for his Glory. 

Q. 4. Should our Aſſiſtants keep Journals? 

A. By all means, as well for our Satisfaction as for 

the Profit of their own Souls, | 

2. 5. With whom ſhould we correſpond ? When? 

A. Once a Month, with each Aſſiſtant, and with ſome 
one other Perſon (at leaſt) in each Society. 

2. 6. How ſhall we exclude formality from Prayer 
and Converſation ? 

A. 1. By preaching frequently on that Head. 

2. By watching always, that we may ſpeak only what 
we feel. 

2. 7. Is it lawful to bear Arms? 

A. We incline to think it is; 3ſt. Becauſe there is no 
Command againſt it in the New Teſtament. 2. Becauſe 
Cornelius, a Soldier, is commended there, and not men- 
tioned to have laid them down, 

| 2. 8. 
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2. 8. 1s it Lawful to uſe the Law ? 
A. As Defendant doubtleſs : And perhaps as Plaintiff 

in ſome Caſes : Seeing Magiſtrates are an Ordinance of 

Gop. 


Briſtol, THURSDAY, Avg. 1. 1745. 


It was inquired, 
2. 1. GH OULD we ſtill conſider ourſelves as little 
| Cnildren, who have every thing to learn? 

A. Yes, ſo far as to have our Minds always open to 
any farther Light which Gon may give us. 

Q. 2. What general Method may we obſerve in our 
following Conferences ? 

A. Firſt, To read and weigh at every Conference, 
each Article of thoſe Preceding: Secondly, To ſpeak 
freely, and calmly hear, touching each, that we may 
either retract, amend, or inlarge it. 

2. 3. Should not the Time of this Conference be a 
Time of particular watching and ſelf-denial ? 

A. It ſhould. 

9. 4. Should we not defire all who can of the So- 
ciety, to join with us 'To-morrow in Faſting and 
Prayer ? 

A. We will defire them ſo to do. 

2. 5. Ought not every Point which ſhall be propoſed, 
to be examined from the Foundation ? 

A. Without queſtion it ought. If there was any 
Defe& herein at the laſt Conference, let us amend it 
NOW. 

2. 6. How can we effectually provide, that every 
one may ſpeak freely, whatever it is in his Heart? 

A. By taking care to check no one, either by Word 
or Look, even though he ſhould ſay what is quite 
wrong. 

2. 7. How ſhall we provide that every Point may be 
fully: debated, and throughly ſettled ? 

A. Let us beware of making haſte ; or of ſhewing or 
indulging any Impatience, whether of Delay, or of Con- 
tradiction. 2 

On 
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On SATURDAY, Auguſt 3. 
Were conſidered Points of Diſcipline, 


21. AN he be a ſpiritual Governor of the 
Church, who 1s not a Believer, not a mem- 
ber of it ? 

A It ſeems not: Tho' he may be a Governor in 
outward 'Things, by a Power derived from the King. 

2. 2. What are properly the Laws of the Church of 
England ? 

A The Rubricks: And to thoſe we ſubmit, as the 
Ordinance of Man, for the Lord's Sake. 

2. 3. But is not the Will of our Governors a 
Law ? 

A. No; not of any Governor Temporal or Spiritual. 
"Therefore if any Biſhop w ills, that 1 ſhould not preach 
the Goſpel, his Wil! is no Law to me. 

A. 4. But what if he produce a Law againſt your 
preaching ? 

A. I am to obey Gon rather than Man. 

A. 5. Is Epiſcopal, Preſbyterian, or Independent 
Church Government moſt agreeable to Reaſon ? 

A. The plain Origin of Church Government ſeems 
to be this. Chriſt ſends forth a Preacher of the Goſpel. 
Some who hear him, repent and believe the Goſpel. 
They then defire him, to awatch over them, to build 
them up in the Faith, and to gaide their Souls in the 
Paths of Righteouſneſs. 

Here then is an Independent Congregation : Subject 
to no Paſtor but their own, neither liable to be control- 
led in things ſpiritual, by any other Man or Body of 
Men whatſoever. 5 

But ſoon after, ſome from other Parts, who are oc- 
caſionally preſent, while he ſpeaks in the Name of him 
that ſent him, beſeech him to come over to help them 
alſo, Knowing it to be the Will of Gop, he conſents. 
Yet not till he has confer'd with the Wiſeſt and Holieſt of 
his Congregation and with their Advice appointed one or 

more 
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more who has Gifts and Grace, to watch over the Flock 
till his Return. 

If it pleaſe Gon to raiſe another Flock in the New 
Place, before he leaves them, he does the ſame Thing : 
appointing One whom Gop has fitted for the Work, to 
watch over theſe Souls alſo. In like Manner, in every 
Place where it pleaſes Gop to gather a little Flock by 
his Word, he appoints one, in his Abſence to take the 
Overſight of the reſt, and to aſſiſt them of the Ability 
which Gop giveth. Theſe are Deacoss, or Servants of 
the Church, and look on he firſt Paſtor as their Com- 
mon Father. And all theſe Congregations regard him 
in the ſame Light, and eſteem him ſtill as the Shepherd 
of their Souls. 

Theſe Congregations are not abſolutely independent : 
They depend on one Paſtor, though not on each 
other. 

As theſe Congregations increaſe, and as their Deacons 
grow in Years and Grace, they need other ſubordinate 
Deacons or Helpers : In reſpe& of whom they may be 
called Presbyters, or Elders ; as their Father in the Lox 
may be called, the Biſhop, or Overſeer of them all. 

Q. 6. Is mutual Conſent abſolutely neceſlary, be- 
tween the Paſtor and his Flock ? 

A. No queſtion. I cannot guide any Soul, unleſs he 
conſent to be guided by me. Neither can any Soul 
force me to —— him, if I conſent not. 

2. 7. Does the ceaſing of this Conſent on either 
de, diſſolve that Relation ? 

A. It muſt, in the verv Nature of Things. If a 
Man no longer conſent to be guided by me, I am no 
longer his Guide, I am free: If one will not guide me 
any longer, I am free to ſeek one who will. 

D. 8: But is the Shepherd free to leave his Sheep, or 
the Sheep to leave their Shepherd ? 


A. Ves: If one or the others are convinced, it is 
for ray Glory of Gop, and the ſuperior Good of their 
Souls, . N 
2. 9. How ſhall we treat thoſe who leave us? 

A. 1. Beware of all Sharpneſs or Bitterneſs, or 
Reſentment, 2. Talk with them once or . * 


E 


leaſt. 3. If they perſiſt in their D conſider them 


as dead. And name them not, unleſs in Prayer. 

2. 10. Can I attend any more Societies than I do ? 
ſeeing this would imply, the ſpending leſs Time with 
the reſt ? 

A. It ſeems not: At leaſt till the Societies already 
founded, are more eſtabliſhed in Grace. 

Q. 11. May we not make a Trial, eſpecially in Wales 
and Cornaball, of preaching, without ſettling any Soci- 
eties ? 

A. It might be well: and by this means we may 
preach, in every large Town, where a Door is 
open. | 

2. 12. Should we permit any ſerious Perſon to be 
preſent, when one of our Societies meets ? 

A. At ſome times we may, if he particularly de- 
fire it: But not always: Nor the ſame Perſon fre- 
quently. 

Q. 13. Have we born a ſufficient Witneſs to the 
Truth ? Particularly when attacked by the Clergy ? 

A. Perhaps not. We have generally been content 
with ſtanding on the defenſive. 

2. 14. May not this Cowardice have hindered the 
Work of Gop? And have cauſed us to feel leſs of his 
Power ? 

A. Very probably it may. 

9. 15, How ſhall we act in ſuch Caſes for the Time 
to come? | 

A. Not only refute, but retort the Charge. Their 
Mouths mult be ſtopped (only in Meekneſs and Love) 
and the Eyes of others opened. 


A. 16. Is it expedient for us to converſe more with 
the Clergy ? | 

A. Yes; wherever they are willing we ſhould. 

2 17. With our chief Oppoſers or Perſecutors ? 

A. It might do good ; 1. When they make any 
Overtures toward it. 2. When we can take them 
unawares, and converſe with them alone. | 

2. 18. National Sins call aloud for National Judg- 
ments, What ſhall we do to prevent them ? 


A. The 
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A. The firſt Friday in every Month, at leaſt, ſpeak 
expreſly on this Head; and inſiſt on the Neceſſity 
of a General Repentance, to prevent a General 


Scourge. 
2. 19. Should we talk of Perſecution before it 
comes ? 


A. To talk or think before, of any Particular Perſe- 
cution, only weakens our Hands, And how long the 
General Perſecution may be deferred, Gop only 


knows. 


It was next enquired with regard to our Afliſt- 
ants. 


9. 1. Should any other Rule be added to the 'Twelve? 
| A. Only this: © You have nothing to do but to 
ſave Souls. Thereſore ſpend and be ſpent in this 
Work. And go always, not only to thoſe who want 
you, but to thoſe who want you moſt. 
2. Who are our preſent Aſſiſtants * 
A. Jonathan Reeves, Fames Wheatley, ohm Nelſon, 
John Bennet, John Trembath, Francis Walker, Thomas 
Richards, John Downes, Thomas Weſtell, James Foncs, 
Samuel Larwood, Henry Millard, Thomas Maxfield, Tha- 
was Meyrick. 
2. 3. What general Method of ſpending their Time 
may our Aſſiſtants have? 
A. They may ſpend the Mornings, (from Six to 
Twelve) in Reading, Writing, and Prayer : From 
Twelve to Five, viſit the Sick and Well : And from 
Five to Six, uſe Private Prayer. 
. 4. Can I travel leſs, in order to write more? 
| A. As yet it does not ſeem adviſeable. 
2. 5. How ſhall we order our Correſpondence at 
| home. and abroad ? 
| A. 1, Fix whom to correſpond with monthly, in every 
Place. 2. Divide them between my Brother and me. 
3. Send them Notice in every Place. 
2. 6. What Books ſhould we keep for our own uſe, 


at London, Briſtol, and Newcaſtle ? 
| A. Thoſe 
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A. Thoſe that follow: 
I. Divinity Practical. 


Doctrinal. 


II. Phyſick. 


I 
2 
3 
4 
5. Frank's Works. 
6 
7 
8. 


. The Bible. 
Our Tracts. 


. Boehm's 5 
' Nalfon's c Sermons, 


Paſcal's Thoughts. 

. Heylin's Tracts. 

Biſhop Beveridge's Private 
Thoughts. 

Biſhop Pearſon on the Creed. 
Biſhop Fell on the Epiſtles. 
Dr. Gell's Works. 


Drake's Anatomy. 
Quincy's Diſpenſatory. 
Allen's Synopfis. 

Dr. Cheyne's Works. 


n 


III. Natural Philoſophy 1. Nature Delineated. 


IV. Aſtronomy 


V. Hiſtory, 
VI. Poetry. 


VII. Latin Proſe. 


Verſe. 


VIII. Greek Proſe. 


Miller's Gardiners Dictionary 
Abridg'd. | 

1. Whiſton's Aſtronom. Princi- 
ples. 

1. Univerſal Hiſtory. 

1. Spenſer. 

3. Milton, 

1. Salluſt. 2.Czſar. 3. Corn. Nep. 

Vell. Paterculus. Littleton's 

Dictionary. 

Tullii. Philoſophica, & de 

Officijs. | 

. Cypriani Opera. 

Caſtellio's Dialogues. 

Eraſmi Selecta. 

Auſtin's Confeſſions. 


Terence. 2. Virgil. 

Selecta Horatii juv. Perſ. 
Mart. 

Vida. 5. Caſimir, 6. Bucha- 
nan. 


1. Greek Teſt. Hederici Lexicon 
B 2. Plato 


E * wm. Ee Us 


——_— << — ä— — 


[ 14 ] 


Plato's Sele& Dialogues. 
Xenophon's Cyropedia, 
Epictetus. 

Antoninus de ſe ipſo. 
Ignatius, &c. 

Ephraim Syrus. 

Macarius. Chry ſoſt. de Sacerd. 


. Homer's Iliad. 


Epigrammatum Delectus. 
Duports Job, &c. 


The Bible. Buxtorf. 
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Greek Verſe. 
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Hebrew. 


MONDAY, May 12. 1746. 


It was enquired, 
2 . 7 HO are the propereſt Perſons to be pre- 
ſent at any Conference of this Nature ? 

A. Firſt, As many of the Preachers as conveniently 
can; 2. The moſt earneſt and moſt ſenſible of the Band 
Leaders, where the Conference is: And z. Any pious 
and judicious Stranger, who may be occaſtonally in the 
Place. 

2. 2. Might it not be uſeful to read over one or 
more of our Tracts at each Conference? 

A. Doubtleſs it might; were it only to correct what 
is amiſs, and explain what is obſcure in each. 


On WEDNESDAY, 14. 


Were conſidered Points relating to Diſcipline. 


2. 1. W HEN the Paſtor of a Congregation dies 
who has the Right of chuſing another ? 


A. Without all doubt, The Congregation itſelf, 
whom none can feed or guide without their own conſent. 
2. 2. What is theſcriptural Notion of an Apoſtle ? 

A. One who is ſent of God to convert Heathens. 


Q. 3. How many Apoſtles were there in the firſt 
Church ? 


A. A 


[15-3 
A. A great Number, beſides thoſe Twelve, who 
were eminently ſo called. Thus St. Paul, ſpeaking 
of our Lord after his Reſurrection, ſaith, He was 
ſeen of Cephas, then of the Twelve: After that of 
_ 500 Brethren at once. — Then of all the Apoſiles, 
tern. 
, 4. 00 hat is the New Teſtament Notion of a Pro- 
et? 
1 A. A Builder up of the Faithful. 
9. 7 In what View are we and our Helpers to be con- 
ſidered ? 
A. Perhaps as Extraordinary Meſſengers, deſigned of 
God to provoke the others to jealouſy. 
Q. 6. Do you not ſlide inſenſibly, into taking State 
upon yourſelves ? Or lording it over God's Hert- 
tage ? 
: 1. We are not conſcious to ourſelves that we do: 
2. But there is a continual Danger: Therefore, 3. 
We cannot be too jealous, leaſt we ſhould, and 4. We 
will thank any who warn us againſt it. - 
2, 7. How ſhall we be more eaſy of Acceſs ? 
A. Jet any ſpeak to us, after preaching, Morning 
or Evening 
9. 8. How ſhall we try, thoſe who believe they are 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt, and call'd of Goo to preach ? 
A. Enquire 1. Do they know in whom they have be- 
lieved ? Have they the Love of Gop in their Hearts? 
Do they deſertze and ſeek nothing but Gop ? And are 
they holy in all manner of Converſation ? 1 5 
2. Have they Gifts (as well as Grace) for the Work? 
Have they (in ſome tolerable Degree) a clear, ſound Un- 
derſtanding ? Have they a right Judgment in the Thin 
of Gop ? Have they a juſt Conception of Salvation by 
Faith ? — And has Gop given them any e of 
Utterance ? Do they ſpeak juſtly, readily, clearly ? 
3. Fave they Succeſs ? Do they not only ſo ſpeak as 
enerally either to convince or affect the Hearers ? But 
= any received Remiſſion of Sins by their Preaching ? 
A Clear and laſting Senſe of the Love of Gop ? 
As long as theſe three Marks undeniably concur in any, 
we allow him to be called of Gop to preach. 
B 2 Theſe 
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Theſe we receive, as ſufficient, reaſonable Evidence, 
That he is moved thereto by the Holy Ghoſt. 

2. 9. But how ſhall we know, in the Caſe of a par- 
ticular Perſon, whether there is this Evidence or no ? 

A. 1. We will ſend one of our Helpers to hear him 
preach and to talk with him on the preceding Heads. 
2. We will hear him preach and talk with him our- 

ſelves. 

3. We will examine throughly, thoſe who think they 
have received Remiſſion of Sins by his Preaching. 

4. We will defire him to relate or to write down 
the Reaſons, why he believes he is called of Goo to 
preach. 

5. We will defire the Congregation to join with us 
in Faſting and Prayer, that we may judge and act ac- 
cording to the Will of Goo. 

92. 10. Should we not uſe the ſame Method of Faſt- 
ing and Prayer, on other occaſions alſo ? | 

A Without doubt we ſhould uſe it, 1. At the receiv- 
ing any Fellow-labourer in our Lox p's Vineyard. 2. 
At going ourſelves, or ſending any to a new. Place. 3. 
Before publiſhing any Book. 

©. 11. Why do we not uſe more Form and Solem- 
- nity, in the receiving a New Labourer ? 

A. We purpoſely decline it. 1. Becauſe there is 
ſomething of Statelineſs in it. 2. Becauſe we would not 
make haſte. We deſire barely to follow Providence, a 
it gradually opens. 

2. 12. Are there any of our Aſſiſtants, whom we 
might employ more than the reſt? In what Inſtances ? 

A. There are. We may employ ſome 1. In viſit- 
ing the Claſſes at each Place. 2. In writing Liſts of 
the Societies and Bands there. 3. In delivering New 
Tickets, - where we cannot do it ourſelves. 4. In hold- 
ing Love-feaſts, where needful. 

9. 13. Is there any prudential Help for greater 
Watchfulneſs and Recollection, which our Aſſiſtants 
might uſe ? 


A. We 
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A. We believe it wou'd be an inconceivable Help if 
they kept a Journal of every Hour. The Manner of do- 
ing it they may learn in a few Minutes, by looking at 
one of the Journals we kept at Oxford. 

2. 14. In what light ſhou'd your Aſſiſtants conſider 
themſelves ? | | 

A. As Learners, rather *han Teachers : As young 
Students at the Univerſity : For whom therefore a Me- 
thod of Study is expedient in the higheſt Degree. 

2. 15. What Method wou'd you adviſe them to ? 

A. We wou'd adviſe them, 1. Always to rife at 4. 
2. From 4 to 5 in the Morning, and from 5 to6 in the 
Evening, partly to uſe Meditation and private Prayer 
partly to read the Scripture (2 or 3 Verſes, or 1 or 2 
Chapters) partly ſome Cloſe, practical Book of Divinity. 
In particular, 'The Life of Gop in the Soul of Man, 
Kempis, The Pilgrims Progreſs. Mr. Laws Tracts, Bi- 
ſhop Beweriage's Private Thoughts, Heylin's Devotional 
Tracts, The Life of Mr. Halyburton, and M. De 
Renty. z. From 6 in the Morning (allowing one Hour 
for Breakfaſt) to 12, to read in Order, ſlowly, and with 
much Prayer, Biſhop Pearſon on the Creed, Biſhop Fell 
on the Epiſtles, Mr. Bochm's and Mr. Nalſon's Sermons, 
Mr. Pa/cals Thoughts; Our other 'Tra&s and Poems: 
Milton's Paradiſe Loſt ; Cave and Fleury's Primitive 
Chriſtianity, and Mr. Echard”s Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. 

9. 16. Have we in any Thing altered our Manner of 
Preaching for the worſe, ſince we ſet out? 

A. Perhaps we do not preach ſo much concerning 
the Blood of Atonement as we did at firſt. a 

9. 17. What inconvenience is there, in ſpeaking much 
of the Wrath, and little of the Love of Gop ? 

A. It generally hardens them that believe not, and 
diſcourages them that do. 

2 18. What Sermons do we find by Experience, to 
be attended with the Greateſt Bleſling ? 

A. 1. Such as are moſt Clofe, convincing, particu- 
lar; 2. Such as have moſt of CHRIST, the Prieſt, the 
Atonement ; 3. Such as urge the Heinouſneſs of Men's 
living in Contempt or Ignorance of him, 
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THURSDAY, May 15. 


2. 1. HAT is a fufficient Call of Providence 
5 to a new Place ? ſuppoſe to Edinburgh, 
or Dublin ? 


A. 1. An Invitation from ſome one that is worthy ; 
from a ſerious Man, fearing Gov, who has a Houſe to 
receive us. 2, A Probability of doing more good by 
going thither, than by ſtaying longer where we are. | 

N; 2. Ought we not diligently to obſerve, in what 
Place Go is pleaſed to pour out his Spirit more abun- 
dantly ? 

A. We ought, and at that Time to ſend more La- 
d. urers than uſual into that Part of the Harveſt : As, at 
this Time into Yorkfbire, and the Country round Cole- 


ford. How can we add a proper Solemnity to the 
L 65 f new Members into the Bands or the Uni- 
Admiſſion 


ae as. — new Members into the Bands at London, 


; -aftle, only once a Quarter; at the Ge- 
Br you e NN ' Read the Names of the Men to 
1 1 he „ cane/day ; of the Women on the 

'mit into the Society only on 
Sunday before. 3. Aa. 


Wing, the quarterly Viſitati- 
e mY __ " the Names of thoſe to be 
admitted, on the Tueſday and Thurſday or Sunday Even- 
ing before. 5. The firſt Time that any one (on 1 rial) 
* a Claſs, let the Rules of the & '2c1ety be given him. 
6. And let them be publickly read ne 7 hur/day or 
Sunday after every Admiſhon of new Meeinbers. 7. doe 
alſolet the Names of thoſe be read, wh. are exclude 
: 8 | 
* How fall we guard more effectu: ly againſt 
Formality in ublick Sin ing ? = 
A. 1. By te careful Choice of Hymns proper tor 
the Con regation. 2. In general by chooſing Hymns 
of Praiſe or Prayer, rather than Deſcriptive of parti- 


cular States, 3. By not ſinging too much ; —_— r 
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whole Hymn at once: Seldom more than 5 or 6 Verſes 

at a Time. 4. By ſuiting the Tunes to the Hymns. 

5. By often ftopping ſhort and aſking the People——— 

| * Now ! Do you know what you ſaid laſt? Did it ſuit 

| your Caſe ? Did you ſing it, as to Gop ? With the Spi- 
ritand with the Underſtanding alſo ?” 

2. 5. Shou'd we infiſt more, on People's going to 
Church? Shall we ſet them the Example at Briſtol ? 

A. We will make a trial of the Effects of it, by going 
to St. James every Wedneſday and Friday. 

9. 6. How ſhall we be more recollected and more 
uſeful in Converſation ? 

A. 1. Plan every Converſation before you begin : 
2. Watch and pray, during the Time, that your Mind 
7 be not diflipated. 3. Spend two or three Minutes eve- 
ry Hour in ſolemn Prayer. 4. Strictly obſerve the 
Morning and Evening Hour of Retirement. 

9. 7. How are your Circuits now divided? 

A. Into Seven. 1. London (which includes Surrey. 
Kent, Efjex; Brentford, Egham, Windſor, Wycomb : 
. 2. Briſtal (which includes Somer/ſet/hire, Portland, Wilts, 
Oxfordſhire, Glouceſterſhire. 3. Cornwall. 4. Eve- 

ſham, (which includes Shrewſbury, Leominſter, Hereford, 
and from Stroud to Wenſbury), 5. York-ſhire, (which 
includes Cheſhire, Lancaſhire, Derbyſhire, Nottingham- 
ſhire, Rutlandſbire, and Lincolnſhire). 6. Newceoſtle. 
7. Wakes. 
| 2.8. Who are our preſent Aſſiſtants ? 
| A. Jonathan Reeves, John Bennet, John Haughton, 
John Nelſon, James Wheatley, John Trembath, Tho- 
mas Weſtell, Thomas Richards, John Downs, Thomas 
Meyrick, Thomas Maxfeld, Francis Walker. Perhaps 
| Janes Tones, Samuel Larewod, Foſeph Comwnly. 2 
| 9. . Can we be of any farther Uſe to theMorawians ? # 

A. Perhaps by writing to the Count. 

©. 10. To whom ſhou'd we give Copies of our Con- 
ferences? *? 


A. Only tothoſe who were, or might have been pre- 
ſent. 
2: 11. To whom ſhou'd we read them? \ 
A. To the Stewards and Leaders of Bands, the Sun- 1 
day and Thurſday following the Conference. 


M O N- . 
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MONDAY, June 15th, 1747. 


2. 1: HICH of our Brethren ſhall we invite, 
to be preſent at this Conference? 

A. John Jones, Thomas Maxfield, Fonuthan Reeves, 
John Nelſon, John Bennet, Fobn Downs, Thomas Crouch, 
Robert Sat indels, and John Maddern Who were accord- 
ingly brought in. 

9, 2. How may the Time of this Conference be 
made more eminently a 'Time of Prayer, Watching and 
Self-denial ? 

A. 1. While we are in Conference, let us have an 
eſpecial Care, to ſet God always before us, 

2. In the Intermediate Hours, let us viſit none but 
the Sick ; and ſpend all our Time that remains in Re- 
tirement. 

3. Let us then give ourſelves unto Prayer for one an- 
other, and for the Bleſſing of Gov upon this our La- 
bour. | 

2. 3. Should we at every Conference, read over all 
the Conferences we have had from the Beginning ? 

A. Only that immediately preceeding ; and ſo much 
of the Reſt, as we may find needful from Time to 
Time. 

2.4 In our firſt Conference it was agreed, to exa- 
mine every Point from the Foundation. Have we not 
been ſome Way fearful of doing this? What were 
we afraid of? Of overturning our firſt Principles ? 

A Whoever was afraid of this, it was a vain Fear, 
For if they are true, they will bear the ſtricteſt Ex- 
amination. If they are falſe, the ſooner, they are 
overturned the better Let us all pray, for a Wil- 
lingneſs to receive Light; an invariable Defire, 
to — of every Doctrine, whether it be of Gov. 

9. 5. It was then enquired, how far does each of us 
agree to ſubmit to the unanimous Judgment of the Reſt ? 
And it was anſwered, in ſpeculative Things, each can 
ony ſubmit ſo far as his Judgment ſhall be convin- 
ed. Z 


In 
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In every practical Point, ſo far as we can, without 

wounding our ſeveral Conſciences 
2, 6. Can a Chriſtian ſubmit any farther than 
this, to any Man, or Number of Men, upon Earth ? 

A It is undeniably plain he cannot: Either to Pope, 
Council, Biſhop, or Convocation. And this is that 
Grand Principle, of Every Man's Right to Private 
Judgment, in Oppoſition to Implicit Faith in Man, on 
which Calvin, Luther, Melan&hon, and all the ancient 
Reformers, both at home and abroad, proceeded : 
„Every Man muſt think for himſelf: Since every 
Man muſt give an Account for himſelf to Gop.” 

.2, 7. Shall each of us read over all the Tracts, 
which have been publiſhed before our next Confe- 
rence? And write dees every Paſſage we do not ap- 
prove, or do not fully underſtand? 


A. Every one anſwered, in Order, J will endeavour 
ſo to do.“ 


About Ten (Mr. Perronet, Vicar of Shoreham, being 
added) we began to conſider Points of Diſcipline. 


2 1. What is Schiſm, in the Scripture Senſe of the 
Word ? 

A. The Word occurs only twice in the New Teſta- 

ment, wiz. 1 Cor. i. 10. where St. Paul exhorts them, 
That there may be no Schiſms among them: ({yiopara 
is the Word which we render D:iwiffons) And c. xil. 25. 
Gop hath mingled the Body together, having given the 
more abundant Honour to that Part which lacked; that 
there may be no Schiſm in the Body, i. e. In the Church, 
the Body of CHRIST. 
In both theſe Places the word undeniably means 
(which conſequently is the true Scriptural Notion of 
Schiſm) Rape Breach, Rupture, or Diviſion made 
among the Members of Cy&1sT ; among thoſe who are 
the living Body of CHAISsT, and Members in parti- 
cular, 

. 2. Are not the Methodiſts guilty of making ſuch a 
S chiſm ? 


* 


A. No 


* 4 
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A. No more than of Rebellion or Murder. They do 
not divide themſelves at all from the living Body of 
CirIsT. Let any prove it, if they can. 

Q. 3. But do they not divide themſelves from the 
Church of England ? 

A. No. They hold Communion therewith now, in 
the ſame Manner they did twenty Years ago: And 
hope to do ſo to their Lives end 

2. 4. You profeſs to obey both the Governors 
and the Rules of the Church, Yet in many Inſtances you , 
do not obey them. How is this conſiſtent ? Upon 
what Principle do you act, while you ſometimes obey, 
and ſometimes not ? 

A. It is entirely conſiſtent. We act at all Times on 
one, plain, uniform Principle. We will obey the 
Rules and the Governors of the Church, whenever we 
can conſiſtent with our Duty to Gop. Whenever 
= cannot, we will quietly obey Gop, rather than 

an.” 

©. 5. But why do you ſay, © You are thruſt out of 
the Churches? Has not every Miniſter a Right to diſ- 
poſe of his own Church ? 

A. He ought to have, but in fact he has not. 

A Minifter defires I ſhould preach in his Church But 
the Biſhop forbids him. That Biſhop then injures him, 
and thruſts me out of that Church. | 

9. 6. Does a Church, in the New Teſtament, al- 
ways mean A ſingle Congregation ? -” 

A. We believe it does. We do not recollect any In- 
ſtance to the contrary. 

2. 7. What Inſtance or Ground is there then in the 
New Teſtament, for a National Church? 

A. We know none at all. We apprehend it to be a 
merely Political Inſtitution. 

9.8. Are the three orders of Biſhops, Prieſts, and 
Deacons plainly deſcribed in the New Teſtament ? 

A. We think they are ; and believe they gene- 
rally obtained in the Churches of the Apoſtolic 
Age. | | 

2 9. But are you aſſured, That Gop deſigned the ſame 
Plan ſhould obtain in all Churches, throughout all 


Ages? 
a A. We 
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A. We are not aſſured of this; becauſe we do not 
know, That it is aſſerted in Holy Writ. 

2. 10. If this Plan were eſſential to a Chriſtian 
Church, what muſt become of all the foreign Reformed 
Churches ? 

A. It would follow, They are no Parts of the 
Church of CHRIsT ! A Conſequence full of ſhocking 
Abſurdity ? 


Q. 11. In what Age was the Divine Right of Epi- 
ſcopacy firſt aſſerted in England ? 

A. About the Middle of Queen Elizabeth's Reign. 
Till then all the Biſhops and Clergy in England conti- 
nually allowed and joined in the Miniſtrations of thoſe 
who were not Epiſcopally ordained. 

9. 12. Muſt there not be numberleſs accidental Va- 
rieties in the Government of various Churches? 

A. There muſt, in the Nature of Things. For as 
God variouſly diſpenies his Gifts of Nature, Provi- 
dence and Grace, both the Offices themſelves and the 
Officers in each, ought to be varied from Time to 
Time. 

90.13. Why is it, that there is no Determinate Plan 
of Church Government appointed in Scripture ? 

A. Without doubt, becauſe the Wiſdom of Gop had 
a Regard to this neceſlary Variety. 

- 2 14. Was there any Thought of Uniformity in 
the Government of all Churches, until the Time of 
Conſtantine ? 

A. It is certain there was not : And would not have 


been then, had Men conſulted the Word of Gos 
only. 


THURSDAY Fuels. 12-45 


2. 1. Have we not limitted Field Preaching tos 
much ? 

A. It ſeems we have. 1. Becauſe our calling is, To 
ſave that which is loſt. Now we cannot expect the 
Wanderers from Gon to {eek Us. 
and ſeek them. 


It is our Part to £0 


e. Be- 


8 * * 
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2. Becauſe we are more peculiarly called, by going t 
out into the Highways and Hedges (which none will 
do, if we do not) to compel them to come in. 

3. Becauſe That Reaſon againſt it is not Good, © The 
Houſe will hold all that come” The Houſe may 
hold all that will come to the Houſe, but not all that 
would come to the Field. 

4. Becauſe we have always found a greater Bleſſing 
in Field Preaching, than in any other Preaching what- 
ever. 
| D. 2. What is © Reſpect of Perſons? Jam. ii. 1. 
| | A. The regarding one Perſon more than another, on 
Account of ſome Outward Circumſtances, particularly 
Riches, 

2. 3. Have we not fallen into this, By allowing 
more of our 'Time to the Rich than to the Poor ? By not 
ſpeaking ſo plain and home to them ? And by admit- 
| ting them into the Society, or even the Bands, though 
'F they had never received Remiſſion of Sins, and had met | 

3 in no Band at all? 

A. Theſe are Inſtances of ſuch a Reſpe& of Perſons 
| as we will endeavour to avoid for the Time to come. 

| 9. 4. Would it not be well for the Miniſter to viſit 

| the Sick, on Monday, Thur/day, Friaay, and Satur- 

day? 
4 It ſeems, No time could be more profitably em- | 
| ployed, either for them or us, 

2. 5. How ſhall we keep off unworthy Commu- 
cants ? 
| A. 1. By being exactly careful whom we admit into & 
| the Society: And, 2. By giving Notes to none but 
| thoſe who come to us on the Days appointed in each 


- — — — 


I _— —— © a « — * 


arter. 

9. 6. How ſhall we thoroughly purge the Bands? 

A. 1. In viſiting the Claſſes, meet thoſe who are in 
the Bands, every Morning, before the reſt: And ex- 

| amine them as ſtrictly as you can, both as to their Heart 

and Life. 

| 2, Meet the Married Men and Married Women a- 

part, the firſt JPedne/doy and Sunday after each Viſi a- 

ö tion: 


- — In * 
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tion: The ſingle Men and ſingle Women apart, on 
5 2d. Wedneſday and Sunday. 

* 7. Who are our preſent Aſſiſtants? 

A. John Tones, Jonathan Reeves, Fohn Haughton, Fo. 
County, James Wheatley, John Netſon, Tohn Trembath, 
Robert Savindells, Thomas Richards, Samuct I.arawosd, 
Thomas Meſtell, Francis Walker, ohn Bennet, Thomas 
Maxfield, ohn Downs, Richard Moſs, Edauard Dunſtan, 
Thomas Meyrick, Richard Williamſon, John Maddern, 
Perhaps James Fones, and Eliez. Webſter. 

2. 8. Who are there, that aſſiſt us chieſly in one 
Place ? 

A. Thomas Raxvulins, J. Hathaway, James Rogers, 
Jehn Slocombe, Corn. Baſtable, John Fane, John Whit - 


ferd, Dawid Trathen, John Jenkins, John Spargo, Ant. 


Lidicot, Steph. Nichols, John W beeler, John Ofburn, 
Edæu. May, John Bennet, William Fenxvick, Robert 
Blow, James Skelton, Robert Taylor, ohn Brown, 
Chr; ;Popher Hefper, Archibald Seda William Holmes, 
Williom Shent, Matthew Watſon, Samuel Applryard, 
William Darncy, Francis Scot, Joſeph Lee, John Eaton, 
Tohn Appleton, John Griffiths, Richard Watts, William 
IV, _ John Gill, Thomas Crouch, Henry Loyd. 

A. 9. Are our Aſſiſtants exemplary in their Lives? 
* we enquire enough into this? 

A. Perhaps not. "We ſhould conſider each of them 
who is with us as a Pupil at the Univerſity : Into whoſe 
Behaviour and Studies we ſhould therefore make a par- 
ticular Enquiry every Day. 

Might we not particularly inquire, Do you riſe at 
four? Do you Study in the Method laid down at the 
lait Conference ? Do you read the Books we adviſe and 
no other? Do you ſce, The Neceſſity of Regularity in 
Study? What are your chief Temptations to Irregula- 
rity ? Do you punctually obſerve the Evening Hour of 
Retirement ? Are you exact in writing your Journal ? 
Do you faſt on Friday? Do you converſe ſeriouſly, uſe- 
fully and cloſely? Do you pray before, and have you a 
determinate End in, every Converſation ? 

10. How often ſhould our Aſſiſtants preach? 

A. Never more than twice a Day; unleſs on a 
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S::4ay, or an Extraordinary Occaſion, of which them- 
{elves are to be the Judges. 

2. 11. Are there any ſmaller Advices concerning, 
Preaching, which it may be uſeful for them to ob- 
ſerve? 

A. Perhaps theſe that follow. Be ſure to begin 
and end preciſely at the Lime W 

2. Sing no Hz mns of your own compoſing. 

3. Endeavour to be ſerious, weighty, and folemn in 
your whole Deportment before the Congregation : 

4. Chuſe the plaineſt Texts you can. 

5. Take care not to ramble from your Text, but 
to keep cloſe to it, and make out what you undertake. 

2 Always ſuit your Subject to your Audience. 

Beware of allegorizing or ſpiritualizing too much. 

8. Take care of any thing awkward or affected, ei- 
ther in your Geſture or Pronunciation. 

9. Tell each other, if you obſerve any thing of this 
kind 

Q. 12. Is there any Part of the Work of an Afit- 
ant.” wherein only ſome of our Aſſiſtants need be em- 
ployed ? 

A. There is. Let thoſe, and mo only, to whom 
we ſhall write from time to time, Viſit the Claſſes 
in 0 Place, and write New Liſts of all the Mem- 
bers. 2. Regulate the Bands. z. Deliver New Tic- 
ets. 4 Keep Watch Nights, and Love Feaits. 5. 

Falze and ſend to us an exact Account of the Behaviour 
of the Stewards, Houſekeepers, Schoolmaſters, and 
Leaders. 


THURSDAY, June 3. 1748. 
8 IE following Perſons being met at the Chappel- 


houſe in Toxver -flreet, Liudon, 
h Weſley, Charles Weſley, William Felton, Charles 
N. ning, Thomas Ma field, Tohn Tones, Thomas Mey- 
rick, Fol „ Trembath, Edward Perronet, Jeuathan Reeves, 
and afterwards, 

Richard Thomas Bateman, John Green, and Milliam 

a bene It was enquired, 
2 1 


* 
- 


ay 
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©. 1. What is our chief Buſineſs at the preſent Con- 
ference ? 

A. Not to conſider Points of Doctrine (the Time will 
not permit) But 1. To review thoſe Parts of the former 
Conferences, which relate to Diſcipline ; and 2. To 
ſettle all Things relating to the School, which is now to 
be begun at Kingwood. 

2. 2. We are again Highs « only to preach in as 
many Places as we can, but not to form any Societies.” 
Shall we follow this Advice ? 

A. By no Means. We have made the Trial already. 
We have preached for more than a Year, without form- 
ing Societies, in a large Tract of Land, from Neww- 
caſtle to Berwick upon Taveed ; and almott all the Sced 
has fallen by the Way-ſide. There is ſcarce any Fruit 
of it remaining. 

A. 3. But what particular Inconveniencies do you ob- 
ſerve, when People are not formed into Societies? 

A. Theſe among many others : 1. The Preacher can- 
1. not give proper Exhortations and Inſtructions to thoſe 

who are convinced of Sin, unleſs he has opportunities 
of meeting them a- part, from the mix'd, unawaken'd 
Multitude. | 

2. They cannot watch over one another in Love, un- 

leſs they are thus united together. Nor 
3. Can the Believers build up one another, and bear 
one another's Burthens. 

9. 4. Ought we not to have a larger Time of Proba- 
tion for the Rich, before we admit them into our So- 
ciety ? 

A. It ſeems not. But neither ſhould we have a ſhorter; 
let either Rich or Poor ſtay three Months, 

9. 5. How may we more effeQually avoid Reſpect 
of Perſons ? 

A. 1. Let us take Care to viſit the Poor as much as 
the Rich. 2. Let us ſtrictly examine our Hearts, whe- 
ther we are not more willing to preach to the Rich than 
to the Poor. 3. We will apply to the Poor at the 
Chappel as often as to the Rich ; to the latter chiefly 
on Wedneſday, to the former on Fridey. 
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Q, 6. How often ſhall we permit Strangers to be pre- 
ſent at the Meeting of the Society ? | 

A. Let every other Meeting of the Society, either at 
the Foundery, the Chappel, at /ri/iel, King food, N iu 
caſtle, or elſewhere, be inviolably kept private, no one 
Stranger being admitted on any Account or Pretence 
whatſoever. An let publick Notice of this be given in 
every Place. On the other Nights we may adinit them 
with Caution. 

2. 7. May a Relapſer into groſs Sin, ſhewing Signs 
of Repentance, be immediately readmitted into the 
Society ? 

A. Not till after three Months. But he may be ad- 
mitted on thoſe Nights wherein Strangers are admitted. 

9.8. Are we not apt, particularly in the Society, to 
make too long Prayers ? 

A. It may be we are. There are ſeveral Exceptions 
which deſerve a particular Regard. But, in general, we 
would not chuſe to pray above eight or ten Minutes 
without Intermiſſion. 

2. 9. Wha can be done, in order to purge and 
quicken the Society? 

A. Let us ſtrictly examine the Leaders, both with 
Regard to their Grace, their Gifts and their Manner of 
meeting their ſeveral Clafſes. 2. Let the Preacher 
meet the Leaders weekly before preaching at Ving, 
Snowsfields and Deptford. 

2. 10. If it pleaſe Gop to take our preſent Miniſters 
away, who ſhould ſucceed in their Place ? 

A. We cannot tell yet. Gop will make it plain, 
whenever the Time ſhall come. 


Friday, Func 4. 


OWEL HARRIS, Samurl Larwood, Fames 
Tones, and William Shent being added, it was in- 
quired : 
22. 1. What can be done, in order to a cloſer Union 
of our Aſſiſtants with each other? 
Let them be deeply convinced of the Want there 


is of it at preſent, and of the abſolute Neceſſity of 5 
; 2, Let 
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2. Let them pray, that Gop would give them ear- 
neſtly to deſire it; and then that he would fulfil the De- 
fire he hath given. 

9. 2. Ought not the Miniſters to have as much Con- 
fdence as may be, in thoſe who ſerve as Sons in the 
Goſpel ? 

A. It is highly expedient they ſhould. 

©. 3. Would it not then be well, that they ſhould be 
excceding unready to believe any evil Report concerning 
them ? 

A. They ought not to believe it, till they have ſeen 
them, or written to them, and received an Anſwer. 

2. 4. Suppoſe one of our Aſſiſtants ſhou!d be tempted 
to think evil of us, and ſhould mention it to another, 
ought that other to mention this to us ? 

A. Not, if it was ſpoken only as a Temptation. And 
if he thinks it a Thing of Moment, which we ought to 
know, ſtill it may be beſt to wait a little, till he, who 
was under that Temptation comes to Town, and then 
let him ſpeak it himſelf. 

9. 5. What farther Advice can be given to our Aſſiſ- 
tants, in order to their Confiding incach other ? 

A. 1. Let them beware how they deſpiſe each others 
Gifts,and much more, how they ſpeak any thing border- 
ing thereon. 

2. Let them never ſpeak lightly of each other 
in any kind : And 

3. Let them defend one anothers Character in every 
Point, to the uttermoſt of their Power. : 

4. Let them Labour, in honour each to prefer the 
other to himſelf. 

Q. 6. What Aſſiſtants do we now agree to receive 
into the Work? 

A. Charles Skelton (from Ireland, David Tratben, 
and John Whitford of Cornavall, Thomas Colbeck, William 
Darney, and El. Webſter of Yorkſhire, and William 
Tucker. 

9. 7. How ſhall they avoid all Approaches to Jealouſy 
and Envy of each other ? | 

A. Let each examine his own Heart, Am ! glad 
that another has greater Succeſs than me.” Dol pray 
that he may be more bleſt than myſelf ? 
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A. 8. What is Popularity? 
A. In cautioning you againſt it, we mean thereby 
the gaining a greater Degree of Eſteem or Love from the 


People than is for the Glory of God. 
Q. . How can we avoid thi: ? 


A. 1. Earneſily pray for a piercing Senſe of the 
Danger and Sinfulneſs of it. 


2. Take care how you ingratiate yourſelf too much 


with any People. 


3. Or how you do it at all, by ſlackneſs of Diſci- 
pline, 
4. Or by any Method which another cannot follow. 
5. Warn the People againſt eſteeming or loving you 
oo much. 
6. Converſe ſparingly with thoſe who are fond of 
ou. 
p MONDAY June 6. 7 


HE following Perſons being preſent at the Foun- 
dery, Johm Wefley,Charles Weſley, Charles Manning, 

John Tones, Thomas Maxficld, Jonathan Reeves, Fehn 
Bennet, Fames Jones, Samuel Larwood, John Trembath, 
Edward Perronet, thomas Mryrick, William Holland, 


William Shent, William Darncy, Richard Moſs, Howel | 


Harris: With William Brigs, William Welſh, Patrick 
Thompſon (of Newcaſtle,) Stewards, It was enquired, 

9. 1. How may the Leaders of Claſſes be made more 
uſeful ? 

A. 1. Let each of them be diligently examined con- 
cerning his Method of meeting a Claſs. 

2, Let more particular Directions be given on thoſe 

icads, in which many of them have been wanting. 

©. 2. What Directions? 

A. 1. Let every Leader come into the Society Room 
as foon as ever Scrvice is ended, and there fit down and 
commune with Gop in his Heart, till the Preacher 
comes in. 

2. Let no Leader go out, till the Exhortation and 
the whole Service are ended. 

3. Let none ſpeak there but the Preacher or the Ste- 
* ard, unleſs in anſwer to a Queſtion, 


4. Let 
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4. Let every Leader there give in a Note of every 
ſick Perſon, and of every diſorderly Walker in his Claſs. 

6. Let every Leader ſend a Note to the Viſitor weekly 
of every ſick Perſon. 

6. Let the Leaders near &hori's Gardens meet the 
Preacher there, every Monday Night after Preaching. 

7. Let the Leaders converſe with all the Preachers as 
frequently and as freely as poſſible. 

8. In meeting Claſſes, let them diligently inquire how 
every Soul proſpers? Not only how each Perſon obſerves 
the outward Rules, but how they grow in the Know- 
ledge and Love of Goo ? 

A z. Can any farther Expedient be found, for mak- 
ing theſe Meetings lively and profitable to thoſe who 
meet ? 

A, Let us try this. Let us obſerve, what Leaders are 
moſt bleſt to Thoſe intruſted to their Care; and let theſe 
meet in other Claſſes as often as poſſible, and ſee what 
hinders their growth in Grace. 

©. 4. In the Country Societies one Preacher has ſome- 
times undone, all which had been done by him who 
went before. How ſhall this be prevented for the Time 
to come? 

A. 1. Let it be contrived, as often as may be that 
one ſhould not go before another comes. 

2. When this cannot be, let him who leaves any 
Place, leave a written Account of what he has done. 

Q. 5 .How may we profit more hy the Work of Gop 
carried on, in the diſtant Societies? : 

A. Let the Preachers reſident in each ſend a circum- 
ſtantial Account to the Miniſter at the Foundery : 

Firſt, Of every remarkable Converſion. 

Secondly, Of every one who dies in the Triumph of 
Faith. 

2. 6. How are our Societies divided? 

A Into Nine Diviſions, thus; 

I. London: including, 1. Lenden itſelf, 2. Kent and 
Surrey, 3. Efſix, 4 Brentford, 5. Windſor, 6. Wycombe, 
7. Oxferd, 8. Reading, q. Bl:avberry, 10 Saliſbury. 

II. Briftel : including, 1. Briſfol itſelf, 2. Eing';- 
Wood, 3. Bath, 4 Bear field, 5. The Devizes. 6. Raad. 
7. Colefird, 8. Oakhii!, q. Sheptan Mailard. 10. Mid- 


aleſey, 11. Beercracoms, 12. Taunton, 13. Callumpton. 


A | III. Corvara ; 
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III. Corrmwal/: including, 1. Tawiftock, 2. Fs. 
mouth-Dock, 3. Trexint, 4. St. Tue, 5. Gwwennap, 6 
St, Agucs, 7. Hagan, &c. 8. St. Ives, . The weſtern 
Societies. 
IV. Ireland: including, 1 : Dublin, 2. Tullamn wy. 
3. Tyr: es Paſs, 4. Athlone. 


V. Wales: including, 1. Cardiff, 2. Fonmon, 3. 1 


mats, &c. . Lantriſſent. 
VI. Stafford/bire ; including, 1. Stroud, 2. Gren- 
ceſter, 3. Stanley, 4. Eveſham, 5. Wenſbury, 6. Shrcauſ- 


bury, 7 Lecminſter. 


VII. Cheſhire : including, 1. Chefhire itſelf, 2. Net- 
tingham, 3. Derbyſhire, 4. es,” 5. Sheficld. 


VIII. Yorkfire: including, 1. Leeds, 2. Birſtal, 
3. Kigbley, 4. Acomb, 5. Syte-box e, 6. Epworth, 7." 


Heoiuton, 8. Grimſiy, q. The Fenns. 


IX. Newenſile : including, 1. O/metherley, 2. Nexw-' 


caſtle itſelf, 3. Sunderland, 4. Biddick, 5. Burnipficld, 
6. Sten, 7. Swahkwell, 8. Horſeley, q. Pi, 10. Ber- 
wick upon Tweed. 


_ 7. How ſhall we have a more exact Knowledge 
of 


8 States of the Societies in each Diviſion. 


A. Let the Preacher aſſiſted by the Steward in each 


Society take an exact Lift of them every Eaffer. 


2. Let thoſe Lifts be tranſmitted, within three Weeks 


after Eafter, to the Perſon appointed in cach Diviſion 
to receive them: 3. Let this Perſon at the ſame Time 
dgicently inform himſelf, of the ſpiritual and temporal 
State of cach Society: And 

44. Let him bring thoſe Liſts with him to he follow ĩ ing, 
Conference, and give an Account of all, 

2. Would it not be of Uſe if all the e 
were more firmly and cloſely united together ? 


A. Without doubt, it would be much to the Glory of 
Gov, to the eaſe of the Miniſters, and to the Beneft of 


i r themſelves, both 1 in * irn and 


t 
- 9. 'Mightnor the Children in evety place be form.” 
ed into a httle Society 


p 4. Let the Preacher Exton or meetings them Re: 2 
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